
Report to: Standards Committee, 11th March 2020

Report of: Monitoring Officer

Subject: UPDATED PAN-WORCESTERSHIRE CODE OF CONDUCT FOR MEMBERS

1. Recommendation

1.1 That the Committee note the report.

2. Information

2.1 At the last meeting on 11th November 2019, the Committee received a report on the 
outcome of the Nolan Committee’s review of the existing structures, processes and 
practices on ethical standards in local government. Members will recall that the 
Government's response to the legislative recommendations is still awaited, but in the 
meantime it is within the Council’s power to review and act on the Best Practice 
recommendations. 

2.2 The Pan-Worcestershire Code of Conduct for Members was reviewed by the 
Monitoring Officers for Worcestershire local authorities and the Committee 
considered a revised draft Code of Conduct at the November meeting. The revised 
Code was endorsed and will be recommended for adoption by the Council at its 
meeting on 24th March 2020. A number of the other Worcester authorities have 
already adopted it.

2.3 The Monitoring Officer received an email from the Local Government Association 
dated 18th February 2020, providing an update and timetable for the national review. 
A copy of this is attached at Appendix 1. The timetable is ambitious, suggesting 
that a new national code will have been consulted on and launched by the LGA by 
the end of June. It is of course possible that this timetable will be affected by other 
national events and may become extended.

2.4 As explained in the email, the consultation will be launched on 16th March 2020 and 
the current timetable, will close on 24 April. It should be noted that this proposed 
consultation period sits within the local government elections purdah period. If this 
timetable is adhered to by the LGA it may limit the level of response and 
engagement by local authorities. 

2.5 Monitoring Officers will be sent the draft consultation code for comments. Working 
on the current proposed consultation timetable, it is proposed that a special meeting 
of Standards Committee is convened during the month of April to ensure that 
Worcester City Council can submit a consultation response which has the response of 
its Members. The Monitoring Officer will circulate the consultation to all councillors 
inviting comments as well as briefing Group Leaders individually. This feedback can 
then incorporated into the Council’s consultation response which will be approved by 
the Standards Committee before it is submitted. 



Ward(s): All
Contact Officer: Sian Stroud, Monitoring Officer. Tel:  01905 722019
Background Papers: None


